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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Eleventh Report - Public Hearing Examining Outreach Programmes of the Corruption and Crime Commission 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [10.07 am]:  I present for tabling the eleventh report of the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Corruption and Crime Commission entitled “Public Hearing Examining Outreach Programmes of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission”.  

[See paper 1798.] 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  One of the major differences between the modus operandi of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission and that of its predecessor, the Anti-Corruption Commission, is the CCC’s responsibility for 
education and corruption prevention.  The scheduling of the Legislative Assembly’s regional Parliament in 
Geraldton enabled the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission to review the 
effectiveness of the CCC’s outreach program.  This program had received positive anecdotal feedback.  The 
committee intends to ensure that both the operations of the CCC and the committee’s oversight are inclusive of 
regional Western Australia.  I praise particularly the efforts of my deputy chair, Hon Ray Halligan.  Although the 
Assembly was sitting in Geraldton later that week, Hon Ray Halligan made a special effort to fly to Geraldton 
just for that day, for that very important hearing, and then fly back to Perth that night.   

I am a little concerned that many people do not seem to appreciate the effort that is undertaken by committees.  
Clearly, the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal has no idea of the workload of committee members.  In the case of 
the CCC committee, I do not think that party members appreciate the commitment and the work being 
undertaken.  There is an understandable reason for that.  Virtually everything that we do on the committee is 
done confidentially.  In the whole of my six years of involvement with this committee and the committee on the 
Anti-Corruption Commission, there has never been any leak or accidental slippage of information.  In other 
committees that are dealing perhaps with generic issues or with issues that are discussed loudly on talkback radio 
or elsewhere, members have the ability to debrief, and perhaps to take counsel from, other members.  However, 
the four people on the CCC committee are not able to talk about confidential matters with other members.  The 
downside of that is that some people in party rooms do not know the workload of the members of this 
parliamentary committee, and they certainly do not know their personal views and the behind-the-scenes efforts 
that are being undertaken.  I am a little concerned at the public criticism of some members of the committee, but 
I assure the house that all four members of the committee, and particularly the deputy chairman, Hon Ray 
Halligan, the member for Kingsley and Hon Margaret Rowe, are making a tremendous effort.  We are giving an 
example today of the outreach.  For every public hearing, such as that which was held yesterday with the 
Corruption and Crime Commission, it is very much an iceberg committee.  People see on the surface just one-
tenth of what is happening.  The huge amount of work underneath obviously never gets reported, and it is 
probably not known in the party rooms of both parties.  I urge members in this place and the other place to be 
cognisant of the tremendous workload of the members of this committee. 
 


